Sponsored by the Association of Specialists in the Assessment of Intellectual Functioning (ASAIF)

 www.asaif.net
Assessment with ESOL Students

Presented by Virginia Mentel, M.Ed., and Karis Post, M.Ed., CAGS
v_mentel@plymouth.edu                         karispost@gmail.com 
Date: 
Thursday, March 8, 2012

Location: 
Comfort Inn
71 Hall St.
Concord NH 03301
603-226-4100
Cost:   by Feb. 23: $54 for ASAIF members* (Membership costs only $25 per school year!)



after Feb. 23:  $60 for ASAIF members      [Please register early!]           

             by Feb. 23: $64 for non-members ($25 can go towards membership if you wish!)



after Feb. 23: $70 for non-members.
Cost:  
  $54 for ASAIF members




  $60 for nonmembers






  (includes a light supper)
Registration will begin one half hour before the workshop.
Certificates will be given for 3 clock hours or 3 NASP-approved CPD credits.

MEMBERSHIP:  Become a member of ASAIF for $25 per year:  swasey@comcast.net (Lisa Swasey, SAIF).  The ASAIF membership year runs September 1 through August 31. Members often recoup their membership fee on the first full-day workshop they attend.

Presenters: Virginia Mentel, M.Ed., CAGS in educational leadership and school psychology, began her career in regular education in Forest Hills and Jamaica, Queens.  Since 2005, she has been an Educational Consultant, Coach, and Diagnostician working in both New Hampshire and New York.  She was a special educator and evaluator in New Hampshire from 1999 to 2007.  She received her New Hampshire state certification in K-12 Learning Disability and K-12 Serious Emotional Disability from Plymouth State University Certification Program in 2008.  She obtained her Masters of Education/Field Based Training in Special Education in 2003, and her General Special Education certification K-12 in 2001.  She presently works with ED, LD, Autistic, and ELL/ESOL (culturally/linguistically diverse) students, both at home and in their classrooms. Her professional interests include Conflict Resolution, Responsive Classroom, PBIS, LD, Behavioral Interventions, culturally linguistically diverse students, sits on the governing board for the Association of Specialists in the Assessment of Intellectual Functioning (ASAIF).    

Karis Post, M. Ed., C.A.G.S., has been a school psychologist in Massachusetts for over 12 years.  Her professional interests include PBIS as well as assessment of culturally/linguistically diverse students.  She received her specialist-level training at the University of Massachusetts/Amherst and is currently in the throes of a dissertation at Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  She is currently employed as a school psychologist in Worcester, Massachusetts, a “majority-minority” urban school district where over 70% of the students receive free or reduced price school lunch and over 40% speak a language other than English as their first language (over 25% are considered Limited English Proficient); she serves two elementary schools enrolling approximately 800 students in toto.  

This presentation will discuss current thinking on the validity of cognitive and academic achievement measures for English language learners (ELLs); the interaction of the student, the student's language (and dialect) and culture, and the test administrator while the test is being administered and the direct and indirect influence this interaction has on the score; and how the minimum number of items needed to produce dependable measures of academic achievement for ELLs may be different across communities within a broad group of native speakers of a language. This is not training on administration, or scoring or interpretation of any particular test, but formal assessment of culturally/linguistically diverse students (such as the C-LIM and the DAS II, WJ III, KABC II, and subtests of other cognitive ability tests) will be referred to throughout the day with a focus on considerations in the interpretation of testing results in the light of the student’s degree of cultural and/or linguistic divergence from mainstream American language and culture.  
The alignment of the assessment results to academic goals assists teachers in teaching language through academic content, helping ELLs stay on track academically while catching up linguistically.  The model language objectives, presented across a clearly defined continuum from simple to complex, provide examples for classroom teachers of how language needs can be explicitly addressed while teaching content units.  Strong English language proficiency (ELP) standards should be clearly related to the language of academic content classes, specifically English language arts, mathematics, and science (required under NCLB) and social studies.  Studies indicate that the vast majority of ELLs are the students most often at risk of educational failure.  They are among the most disadvantaged groups in the U.S. public schools today as they lack the linguistic and cultural fluency.  The focus of the presentation and handouts will be practical suggestions for evaluators.  

Learning Objectives: Participants will be able to . . .

· describe at least three current issues with respect to assessing students who are culturally and linguistically diverse

· use tools such as the Culture-Language Interpretive Matrix (C-LIM)

· access relevant websites to obtain information about cultures and relevant curriculum

· accessible test item considerations

· obtain information on ELP assessments

We need sufficient enrollment, please, by Thursday, Feb. 23 in order to hold this event. We are unable to provide refunds for cancellations after Feb. 23, unless an event is cancelled by ASAIF.
There will be no confirmation letter. Only those who cannot be accommodated will be contacted.
For further information, dietary needs, and accommodations for participants with disabilities, please email sumorbey@yahoo.com  

  Please return this form with payment to:  


Lisa Zack-Swasey

 
(We cannot accept credit cards.)



42 Ole Gordon Road  









Brentwood, NH 03833 

Or










  Register on-line with PayPal at http://www.asaif.net 

Name: __________________________________________   School/Affiliation_____________________

Email Address:  ____________________________________ Telephone__________________________

Are you available at this email address the evening before the workshop, in case of last-minute cancellation? (e.g., Snow, Ice, or Flood Day)

Yes _________

No _________  

Alternate Email or Telephone for Evening Contact  (Essential!!) _____________________________

Assessment with ESOL Students  03.08.12
